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himself to composing his greatest work, the ' Didactica
Magna/ a complete handbook of education in all its
branches, and the first attempt to write a systematic
treatise on the whole subject. An extract from the preface
to this work made its way to England, and had, as \ve
shall afterwards see, an important effect on Milton. In
the autumn of 1641 Comenius was summoned to Eng-
land by order of the Parliament The king being in
Scotland and the Parliament*prorogued for three months,
he spent the winter in London. He tells us that the
Parliament intended to appoint a committee to inquire
into the question, and that they had some idea of assign-
ing to him some college with its revenues, whereby a
certain number of learned and industrious men might be
honourably maintained, either for a term of years or in
perpetuity. * There was even named for the purpose
the Savoy in London; Winchester College, also, out of
London, was named ; and again, nearer the city, Chelsea
College, inventories of which and of its revenues were
communicated to us, so that nothing seemed more certain
than thai the design of the great Verulam concerning
the opening somewhere* of an universal college of all
nations devoted to the advancement of the sciences
would be carried out. But a rumour that Ireland was
in a state of commotion, and that more than 200,000 of
the English there had been slaughtered in one night, the
sudden departure of the king from London, and the
clear indications that a most cruel war was on the point
of breaking out, threw all these plans into confusion,
and compelled me and my friends to hasten our return.'
Returning to Germany he remodelled his 'Janua Lin-
guarum,' and published it in 1648, the year of the Peace
of Westphalia. In 1650 Comenius was summoned to
Hungary by Prince Rakoczi. He remained with him